
CRITERIA FOR STARTING, DISCONTINUING, AND RESTARTING OI PROPHYLAXIS FOR ADULTS WITH 
HIV INFECTION* 
 Criteria for 

Initiating 
Primary 
Prophylaxis 

Criteria for 
Discontinuin
g Primary 
Prophylaxis 

Criteria 
for 
Restarting 
Primary 
Prophylaxi
s 

Criteria for 
Initiating 
Secondary 
Prophylaxis 

Criteria for 
Discontinuing 
Secondary 
Prophylaxis 

Criteria 
for 
Restarting 
Secondary 
Prophylaxi
s 

Opportunistic Illness 

PCP CD4+ T cell 
count of 
<200 
cells/mm3 or 
oropharynge
al candidiasis  

CD4+ T cell 
count if >200 
cells/mm3 for 
≥3 months  

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <200 
cells/mm3

Prior PCP CD4+ T cell 
count of >200 
cells/mm3 for 
≥3 months 

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <200 
cells/mm3

Toxoplasmosis IgG antibody 
to 
toxoplasma 
and CD4+ T 
cell count of 
<100 
cells/mm3

CD4+ T cell 
count of >200 
cells/mm3 for 
≥3 months  

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <100-
200 
cells/mm3  

Prior 
toxoplasmic 
encephalitis 

CD4+ T cell 
count of >200 
cells/mm3 

sustained (e.g. 
≥6 months) and 

Completed 
initial therapy 
and 

Asymptomatic 
for 
toxoplasmosis 

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <200 
cells/mm3

Disseminated 
MAC 

CD4+ T cell 
count of <50 
cells/mm3

CD4+ T cell 
count of >100 
cells/mm3 for 
≥3 months  

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <50-100 
cells/mm3  

Documented 
disseminated 
disease 

CD4+ T cell 
count of >100 
cells/mm3 

sustained (e.g. 
≥6 months) and 

Completed 12 
months of 
MAC therapy 
and 

Asymptomatic 
for MAC  

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <100 
cells/mm3

Cryptococcosis None Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Documented 
disease 

CD4+ T cell 
count of 
>100-200 
cells/mm3 

sustained (e.g. 
≥6 months) 
and 

Completed 

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <100-
200 
cells/mm3  

 VI-1



initial therapy 
and 

Asymptomatic 
for 
cryptococcosi
s 

Histoplasmosis None Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Documented 
disease 

No criteria 
recommended 
for stopping 

Not 
applicable 

Coccidioido-
mycosis 

None Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Documented 
disease 

No criteria 
recommended 
for stopping 

Not 
applicable 

CMV retinitis None Not 
applicable 

Not 
applicable 

Documented 
end-organ 
disease 

CD4+ T cell 
count of >100-
150 cells/mm3 

sustained (e.g. 
≥6 months) and 

No evidence of 
active disease 

Regular 
ophthalmic 
examination 

CD4+ T 
cell count 
of <100-
150 
cells/mm3
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